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Cambridge Sketch Engine — Using the Learner Corpus .10

This guide outlines the functions found in Sketch Engine that you can use to investigate the Learner Corpus. It
builds on the functions outlined in the Getting Started guide and complements the Advanced Help guide.

This guide outlines only the procedures needed for running particular searches and queries; it does not give
information on how you can use your corpus results for ELT, although suggestions about this can be found

under Using the Corpus in FLTon the Cambridge Help page.

If you have any other queries, suggestions and/or feedback, please email corpus@cambridge.org
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1. Overview

The Cambridge Learner Corpus (CLC) is a 45m word corpus of student responses to ESOL exams. In Sketch
Engine, the CLC is broken down into two main parts: the error coded learner corpus (CLC coded) and the
uncoded learner corpus (CLC uncoded) - both these are discussed in this guide.

In the CLC coded, the errors that are found in each exam script have been marked using a tag showing the
type of error. We can then use these error codes to search for particular error types within the corpus. The
error coding system is described in more detail in 4.1.

In addition to this the learner responses, a corpus of ESOL examination questions is also available to search
(CLC question papers).

All corpus resources are displayed on the main menu screen when you sign into Sketch, as shown below. The
CLC resources are shown here in red:

Corpora
Corpus name Language

Cambridge Academic Corpus English 412,966,495 -
Cambridge International Corpus English 1,358,129,340 L
Cambridge Learner Corpus Coded English 25,542,115 2
Cambridge Learner Corpus Question Papers English 44 859 &
Cambridge Learner Carpus Uncoded Enalish 43,787,263 &
Cambridge Spoken Corpus Enalish 95,356,320 -

In this guide, the CLC coded in section 4, the CLC uncoded is discussed in section 5 and the CLC question
papers in section 6.

2. Which corpus should | use?

Corpus Features Use
CLC coded - Error information z?faﬂrccglttng for things that learners find

- twice as much data as the CLC coded
CLC uncoded - scripts from a wider range of
nationalities and first languages

searching for things that learners can do,
e.qg. "is this collocation used at B1 level”

CLC Question - Text from ESOL question papers Search to find the language used in
papers questions, e.g by level, exam

© Cambridge University Press 2012 CONFIDENTIAL 3
Last updated: February 2012



3. Functions that are common to both the coded and uncoded Learner Corpora

3.1 Narrowing your search by nationality, L1, exam, level

The text types function in the learner corpora work on the same principles as in the native speaker corpora,
but includes different options.

Text types allows you to find results which match your target market.

For example, you can choose to look at only French speaking students from Switzerland, or only at results

from the KET exam.

The extensive information we have about each candidate and each script means that you can look for any

combination of a wide range of options.

From the concordance screen, click on ‘text types’ to show the available options:

To see the text type
options, click on
Text Types under
Expert Options on
the concordance

query page:

Concordance
Word List
wWord Sketch
Thesaurus
Sketch-Diff

2 Help on main menu

? Help on Error Query
Standard Query
Error Query
Expert options:
Query Type
Context

[ rext Types ]

Switch menu position

? Help on Expert Option

Query Type:
Query:

Text Types

First Language MNationality

Simple

w

Subcorpus: |[—

« | info create new

[ BEC1
[ eece
[ eecz
[ seECH
[ eecp
[0 seCY
[ cae

e To see results from a particular L1, type the name of the language into the First Languagefield

e To find results from a particular country, type the name of the country into the Nationalityfield

(e.g. /taly, not /talian)

e To search for more than one option in either of these fields (e.g French and German speakers, or
students from China and Taiwan), separate these values with vertical bar e.g. China|Taiwan.

e Select exams/level/age etc by checking the boxes in the various columns.

e Leaving all boxes unchecked will include all fields in that column by default.
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3.2 Style, format and register

Three of the options available on the text types allow you to search for answers of a particular style, format
and formality. You can use these to look for specific types of tasks that candidates have been set, such as
informal letters, business reports, creative stories and informative articles. Use these in combinations to
narrow your search: e.qg. Business + letter / reference + formal

autobiographical|&rgumentativejon
Complaintfapology
fresponse|Descriptive/creative
autohiographical|advice
Informative/news|Argumentative
Ffopinion
Informative/news|advice
Informative/news|Descriptive
foreative autobiographical
Spplicationfresponse
Business|advice

Style
= [ 11 L Article LI Formal
Informative/news — | O compositionfessay O 1nformal
Advice|Argumentative/opinion o ) )
Argumentativefopinion L Informative/instructional [ Mixed
Complaintfapologyfresponse text 0
Descriptive/creative

autobiographical ] Letter/reference MNeutralfunmarked
Advice i O Letter/reference|Mote Select All
Descriptive/oreative

Jemailfmermo

|r|1_an i
MNotefemail/memo

1 Proposal

L Report

O review

] Story

\

Descriptive/creative
autobiographical|Informative/news
Complaintfapology
fresponse|Argumentative

Ffopinion

Complaintfapology
fresponse|Informative/news
Informative/news|Descriptive
foreative

Argumentativefopinion|advice
Spplication/response|Argumentaktiy
Jopinion |
[Criticallargumentative/opinian |i‘

autobiographical|&rgumentativefopinion

E

Type in the Sty/e
field (a list of
possible options /
combinations of
styles will appear as

you type)

Tick the boxes for
each of the different
formats and registers
of candidate
answers you wish to
include

e.g. Review, Formal

Leaving all boxes
unchecked will
include all values.
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3.3 Creating a subcorpus

If you are frequently working with the same part of the Learner Corpus, you may wish to create a subcorpus of
these scripts so that you don't have to select all your required options from the text types each time.

Creating a subcorpus also allows you to use other functions, such as Word List to find keywords from your
subcorpus compared to the whole of the CLC or to another group of students. (For more about these
functions, see section 6.) A subcorpus will also give you frequency information only for your results, and not
for the whole corpus.

To create a subcorpus:

1. Go to the concordance query page and make sure the text type options are visible (click on 7ex?
Types under Expert Options on the left hand menu if they are not displayed)

2. Next to the text types heading there is a drop down box labelled subcorpus. This is where you will
be able to select your subcorpus from when you have created it. Next to this box is the link create
new. Click on the link.

3. Sketch Engine will now bring up a list of all the text types along with their word or token counts.
This page may take a moment to load. You can then select the parameters you want to include.

4. Once you are happy with your selection, click Create Subcorpus

You can now access this subcorpus every time you enter the CLC by choosing this subcorpus from the drop
down box on the text types for concordance queries, Word Lists and Word Sketch (Advanced options).

Tips:

e To see the breakdown of the CLC coded or uncoded for each text type in words, tokens or
documents, go to the subcorpus creation page where a full breakdown is given

e To find out how many words your subcorpus contains, select the 7ext Types option on the concordance
query page, and click on /770 next to the subcorpus box. Choose your subcorpus from the list that appears

ErorCode 8} Click on /nfo and then
I”W”E“d""”d;’; select your subcorpus from
Corrected word(s): .

|_—1 the list on the next screen

Subcorpus: | Mone fwhole corpus

First Language NatmnalltylI xam
O eec1 |
B2 Turkey
228,578 of 27,964,598 tokens

C2 Turkey
Al AZ

FET Pass
C1 Turkey
B1 Turkey
create new

error codes
Text Types / /

& Lallionuge UTIvETSILy TTESS ZUTZ CUNTTUEINTIAL [6)
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e To see the breakdown of your subcorpus by a particular text type:

1) Go to Word List on the left hand menu, then go to the 7ext 7ypes box:

2) Select your subcorpus from the drop down list

3) Select the text type you wish to see the word count for from the drop down list under Search attribute

Word Sketch

word list options

Choose your subcorpus

from the list here

Switch menu position

Thesaurus Subcorpus: PET Pass
Find X S h attribute: word
Sketch-Diff earch attribute: [word .
AT Positional Aftribute s
? Help on main menu
Filter wordlist by: ward

tag
2 Help on Word Lists :empos

emma
All words I
All lemmas lemma. Ic

Text Types
Dinclude non-wor I

First Language

Frequency figures: Eatiunality

wEm
CEF lewvel
Fass/Fail

“ear

Age

Gender

ALTE level
Education level
Question no

OQutput type:

Browse..

| Choose the text type

you wish to see here,

e.g. First Language

ead of simple words

Make Wyord List

4) Click Make Word List

This will then show you the breakdown of this text type in your subcorpus. You can change the count from
words to tokens or documents:

Header Fields

Corpus: Cambridge Learner Corpus Coded

Subcorpus: PET Pass

Numbers stand fn:n<
Page |1 Go

First Language

ext

Spanish - Latin American 559963

Italian 352983
Portuguese 272885
German 271714
French 182184
Spanish - European 137820
Turkish 21721
Chinese 72027
Swiss German 60403
Polish 58123
Russian 57511

Click here to

g toggle between
document,
token and
word counts
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4. Using the Cambridge Learner Corpus (coded)

4.1 Error coding

The CLC coded contains exam scripts from ESOL exams that have been error coded to indicate learner errors.
These errors have a particular format. Error codes are shown at the start and end of each error type. The
incorrect word or phrase (written by the student) is separated from the correct one (added by our error coders)

with a vertical bar: | . An example of this can be seen below. In this case, a student has made a mistake with
spelling the word because:

tag for spelling errof  student error | corrected form  [tag for spelling errof

N

EXAMPLE: Ilikeit™ <#S>  becouse | because ~ </#5> it's in the city centre

Where a word is missed out by the student, a blank space is shown before the vertical line that separates the
student error and the corrected form

In Sketch Engine, the error display looks like this:

That's <#0= realy | really </#0%Y= important <#5S=  becaus | because  </#5= [ just have one <#5> swimsuite | swimsuit
soan Love, Emily, [ went to San Diego <#5= becouse | because  </#5> [ read a leaflet that said that it
rained, So I went to the beach every day <#5= becouse | because  </#5= my hotel was near there and 1 enjoyed
was near there and I enjoyed that time <#5> becouse | Because </#5= [ love the sun. I also visited the
</ #R\V= that they save animals in danger, <#5= becouse | because  </#5> they <#RVe= make | do </#Rv=<#UD= a |

A full list of the error codes used in the CLC can be found within the Cambridge Help available on Sketch
Engine (http://www.cambridge.org/sketch/error_codes.html). More information on how these error codes are
assigned can also be found in this location: http://www.cambridge.org/sketch/error_system.html
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4.2 Working with error codes

The default search option for the CLC coded is to run an error query (as opposed to a standard query, which is
the default option for all other corpora). The error query screen looks like this (the options to switch between

standard and error queries are shown in red):

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

used tokens: 0/ 10,000,000 days left: unlimited

Concordance
Word List

Word Sketch Incorrect word({s):
Thesaurus

Sketch-Diff Carl d word(s):
? Help on main menu (

[ Make Concordance ” Clear All

Errar Code v

? Help on Expert Oplions

? Help on Error Query

CApETL Upl.;ullh.
Context
Text Types

Switch menu position

As shown in the screenshot, there are three boxes
into which you can type. These are explained in
more detail under Making an Error Query.

To use an error code or correction code, choose
Error Code (or Correction Code) from the drop
down menu and then enter your error code. You
can find a list of error / correction codes by
clicking on the error codes link (highlighted in
blue on the screenshot).

For example, here is an excerpt from the Error code list: A= argument structure error

N.B. The # sign is a necessary part of the code.
Type all codes in capital letters.

#C0 wrong determiner because of noun countability
#CE complex error

#CL collocation or tautology error

#CN  countability of noun error

0 wrong gquantifier because of noun countability

Making an Error Query:

The Error Query form has three boxes which allow you to search for errors by type, correction and for
particular words. Their use, and possible combinations, are outlined here:

The Error Code box: use this to search for all errors of a particular type, e.g. all noun countability errors

Corrected word(s):

Error Code L HCN You can use this, for example, to find the top 10 mistakes students
Incorrect ward(s): make with countable nouns: /nformations, advices etc
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The Correction Code box: use this to search for all corrections of a particular error type, e.g. all words that

are commonly misspelled.

Correction Code D #S
Incorrect word(s):

Corrected word(s):

error codes

You can use this to find the top 10 words misspelled by students by
using the Node form function, e.g. “because” (whereas a similar
search using the Error Code option will show the most frequent actual
misspellings, listing all variants separately, e.g. “becaus”, “becouse”)

Correction code search node forms: S Error code search forms:
word Freg i hwurd ZBD?EE =
ffn i
[ -
p/n because _ 2328 nfn accomodation 1746
pin acclummcldatmn 2120 I p/n hecouse 1447 W
pin which 2040 I p/n advertisment 1121 M

Incorrect word(s): use this to search
students make mistakes

Errar Code
Incorrect word(s): becouse

Corrected word(s):

Use the vertical bar | to separate words

for a word that has been wrongly used, to see the contexts in which

For instance,
- commonly misused words like “funny”
- or for examples of a particular mistake, like “becouse”

when searching for multiple words at once

Corrected word(s): use this to search for the mistakes students make when they should have written a

particular word

Error Code
Incorrect word(s):

Corrected word(s):  information

E.g. search for “information” to see all spelling and grammar
mistakes made with “information”
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You can also use a combination of these search boxes to find more specific examples:

Error code plus corrected word

Etror Code v [#2 Error code <#S> + corrected word “beautiful” : finds all the

Incarrect word(s): incorrect ways students spell beautiful

Corrected word(s):  |heautiful

Error code plus incorrect word

ErorCode B [#RJ Error code <#RJ> + incorrect word “funny”: finds all instances

Imserreet wvordls)  [Ib where “funny” should be replaced with another adjective
Corrected wordi(s):

It is worth exploring the various possible combinations to familiarise yourself with this function, as entering
the right type of query can save you time when it comes to manipulating your concordance to find the results
you need.

Manipulating your concordance

Once you've created your concordance, you can use the standard functions to manipulate your results, but
with a few differences:

When you use multilevel frequency, remember that the corrected word will be counted as a token in the line.
If you have searched for an error code, or an incorrect word, the node will be the incorrect word. The word
one token to the right will be the correction.

e For some error codes, such as missing preposition, there will be a blank for the node (the
preposition has been omitted).

e For error codes such as unnecessary preposition, the corrected word will be a blank.

If you have searched for a corrected word, this will be the node along with the incorrect word.

o Text types will show you the breakdown of your results by first language, nationality, age, exam level, etc.
You can therefore see which groups of students most commonly make a certain mistake.
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Frequency list
Frequency limit: |0
First Language Freq Rel [%0]
pin Arabic - GuIf s 1zoz.o
pfrn Arabic - Egyptian 5 41221 I
p/r Spanish - Latin American 2 3221
pfn German 2 40,7 1
pi/n Chinese 2 559 .
pfn Swiss German 1 65.0 =
pfn Spanish - European 1 319«
pi/n Polish 1 41,5 =
p/n Panjabi 1 10195 =—
pfn lapanese 1 95,6 =
pin Catalan 1 55.1 =
p/rn Arabic - Levant 1 6312 m—
Mationality Freq Rel [%0]
p/n Egypt 5 <zz4z [
p/n United &rab Emirates 4 12652 NN
pfn Spain 2 3911
pfn Germany 2 216w
pi/n China 2 67.9 1
p/n Argenting 2 610 n
pfn Switzerland 1 2181
pin Poland 1 41,7 =
pfn Oman 1 37447
p/n Jordan 1 10270 e—
pin lapan 1 8537 =
nfn Irag 1 1037.0 e——
pfn India 1 62,9 =
Exam Freq Rel [%]
p/n IELTS ac 7 sess
pfn IELTS gt & 10135 I
pfn CAE 3 1197 e—
pi/n BECH 3 F32.4 EE—
pfrn PET 2 27,2 m
pfn KET 1 13,5 =
p/r BECP 1 302 =

e You can search for all error types by entering #.* into the £rror Code box. When you have made your

concordance, go to 7ext 7ypesto see the types of error made in order of frequency:

Error Freq Rel [%o]
pin #RP 27z 1336
pin #5 242 1104 [
nfn #Tv 202 143.5 I
pfn #MP 145 70.0 -
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4.3 A worked example

How can we find the spelling errors made by Italian-speaking students
taking the KET exam?

1) To access the CLC coded, go back to the main screen (by clicking on the logo) and then click on
Cambridge Learner Corpus Coded (you don't need to do this step if you're already working with the coded
Learner Corpus.)

Corpora Corpora
Create corpus
WebBootCaT Corpus name Language Tokens wWords
Configuration templates Cambridge Academic Corpus English 412,966,498 nia L
Sketch gramm.al:s. Cambridge International Corpus English 1,258,129,240 nfa ]
Subcorpus definitions bric lish @
User groups Cambridge Learner Corpus 2 Englis 2,588,563 2,186,362
Cambridge Learner Corpus Coded Enalish 27,964,598 . 23,751,249 &
Support Cambridge Learner Corpus Question Papers Enalish 106,030 39,571 &
| Cambridge Learner Corpus Uncoded ; English 48,090,495 : 41,472,367 =
Help . :
&
e m [T Cambridge Spoken Corpus English B6,372,443 ¢ 72,844,759

2) Click on £rror Query from the options in the menu on the bottom left of the screen. This then displays the
error query screen in the main pane.

Concordance || rEntel‘ EI’FOF COde

Word List Errar Code hald here #S
Word Sketch

Thesaurus
Find X Corrected word(s):

Sketch-Diff error code.

'
T Click here to see
Make Concordance ][ Clear All ] a fU” |iSt Of error

Incorrect word(s):

? Help on Expert Oplions COdeS
Click here to select 7 Help on Errar Guery

. Standard Query
an Error Query (if | error Ouer

not a|ready Expert options:
dISpIaylng) Context

Text Types

3) Click on error codes to open the list of error codes. Search for the code for spelling errors. (The code is
#S)

4) Type this code into the box next to £rror Code, in the main pane.

5) Now we need to narrow our search to those spelling errors made by Italian KET students only. To do this,
click on 7ext type from the Expert Options menu on the bottom left of the screen.

6) The possible text types are then displayed in the main pane below the £rror Query options. These are
shown in the screen shot opposite:
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iy CAMBRID
2 PR
Search Cambridge Learner Corpus Cov.

Concordance

word List Error Code vl |#s

word sketch Incarrect word(s):

Thesaurus

Sketch-Diff corrected word(s):

2 Help on main meny error codes

Text Types

2 wetp on Subcorpus: [— % |info create new

Standard Query

Error Query [ pec1 O Fail O 1993

ETEREEeE [ BECZ [ pass O 1997

$§:ﬁ:tpes O eecs [ 1998

Switen menu position O eecH O 1999
O BeCP O 2000
O eecv O 2001
O cae [ 2002
O cre O 2003
O Fce O 2004
O 1cre [ 2005
O 1ELTS ac O 2008
[ 1ELTS gt [ 2007
O 1Lec [ 2008
O ket [ 2009
O keTfs
O peT
O peTfs
O sfLer
O sfLez
O sfLea
O s
O sz

We can use this screen to narrow down our search:
7) Inthe First Language box, type Italian
8) In the exam column, check the box for KET

9) Scroll down to the bottom of the screen and click Make concordance

California, Here the weather is always <#5=  beatiful
has two <#AGMN= floor | floors </#AGH> | <#5> downstair

| matter </#5= | <#UT> For <#PJ=<#RVs arrive at

| o'clock </#5= , and you can bring a <#RP= videogame
| pencil </#5= and <#RD= the | a </#R0> rubber. </n>

wiark, <fp=<ps yours sincerely, </p=<ps<#5s Hy | Hi =f#5S= July! [ think I left my phone there
carry | bring </#FW> anything. It doesn't <#5=  metter

<#MP= | <f#MP=</pr<p> See you <#5> tomorow | tomorrow <S#5> <#MPs | L < #MPEps
<#RT= on | at </#RT=<#R> 19 | 7 <f#R=<#5> a'clock
emember to bring <#R0D= the | a </#R0O><#5=>  pensil

June and it finishes on 14 July, Don't <#5S> forghet | forget </#S> your art book, <fp=<p= If we look
<f#R= . <fp=<p= This hed will cost three <#5= tousand | thousand </#5= and fifteen pounds, Thank

See you soon </pr<p> My new house is <#5> wonderfool | wonderful </#5= 1 It is on the beach in California
| beautiful </#S= | Itis very big <#RP= , | ; </#FP=
| downstairs </#5= there <#AGV:> are | is </#46V >

You can further refine your concordance results to find out whether students of a particular age, school level,

or taking an exam paper in a certain year made these mistakes.

By clicking 7ext Types on the left menu next to the concordance, you can see the frequency of errors made by

[talian KET students:

e By age, school level, pass/fail, etc

e You can click on a year or an exam question to see only errors made in that particular paper or

part of the paper
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Concordance
Word List
Word Sketch
Thesaurus
Find X
Sketch-Diff

T Help on main menu

? Help on Conc. menu
Save
View options
KWIC/Sentence
Sort
Left | Right
Node
References
Shuffle

Sample

Filter

Frequency
Node tags
MNode forms
Doc IDs

Text Tmeﬁ
Collocatio

ConcDesc |Sh0w frequencies of Text Types |

Switch menu position

First Language Freq Rel [%]
Italian 140z 1000 (.
Mationality Freq Rel [%]
pin Ttaly 1459 5721 [
pfn Switzerland 13 5.6 -
p/n France 6 4.2
p/n Moldova (Republic of) 3 4954 ——
n/n Israel 3 454,1 —
pfn Spain 2 [=h
pfn China 2 1.3 -
p/n United States of America 1 49.1 -
n/n Peru 1 2.2
pfh Papua Mew Guinea 1 54497
p/n Mepal 1 200.6 —
pfn India 1 1.4 -
BN Germany 1 0.8 -
p/n Gabon 1 454,1 —
pfh Croatia 1 18.2
p/n Brazil 1 0.6
o/ Austria 1 3.0
Exam Freq Rel [%]
KET 14os 1000 (N
Pass/Fail Freq Rel [%]
p/n Pass 1zez 12z [
pfr Fail 178 46,4 —
Year Freq Rel [%]
n/n 2003 28 1671 [
pfn 2007 224 149.5 I
p/n 2006 219 120.9 I
pfn 2002 202 125.2 I
p/n 2004 164 115.3
pfn 2009 160 218.9
pfn 2005 51 42.3
pfn 2001 45 20,3
44 41.1

Clicking on p of p/n will take you to a concordance of Italian KET spelling
errors from that particular text type only e.g. 2007 answers only

© Cambridge University Press 2012
Last updated: February 2012

CONFIDENTIAL 15




5. Using the Cambridge Learner Corpus (uncoded)

The CLC uncoded works in the same way as the native speaker corpora found in Sketch (namely, the
Academic, International and Spoken corpora). This means that all functions outlined in the Getting Started
and Advanced Help (e.g. searching, sorting, Word Sketches) also apply here.

While the data is of course different (and so has different metadata information, and therefore different
options e.g. for making subcorpora of scripts by candidates of a particular first language or nationality), the
types of queries available are the same as in the native speaker corpora. You can run a simple, lemma,
phrase, word form or CQL search. For more information on these query types, see Getting Started.

One difference is that Word Sketch in the CLC may return unusual results. This is because student errors are
~in the text. For example, a Word Sketch for the adjective 7unnywill return the following results:

u n n y fadjective)  Cambridge Learner Corpus Uncoded freqg = 5473 (1132.9 per million)

andfor adj_subject 525 modifies 1554 1.9
smart 18 :8.15 wery 1455 : 8.14 || storey 51:B8.46
exciting 43 8.04 =0 287 7.49 || joke 15: 7.41
interesting SRR adj_comp_of 2194 g 42 s5.29| really 261 7.28 || quy 18 7.33
relaxing 13 7.53 || sound 15 15 5.16 || realy 14 6,74 || game 70:6.85
claver 11 7.47 || be 2091 26 4.92 || quite 49 6.58 || costume 10 6.69
friendly 407,27 || 58EM 7 12 4.29 || pretty 6 5.63 || commedy 5 6.69
intrasting 6 7.23 || look 21 g 4.86 || much 26 5.4 || cartoon 5 6.54
entertaining g 7.13||fesl 6 6 4.4|| sometimes 5 5.36 || movie 27 | B.42
genErous 7 7.11||find 12 12 4.2 || extremely 2. 5.35|| video 15:6.35
inteligent 9 7.06 || 9et S 16 4.16 || rather 05,14 || comedy 6634
amusing 7.7.05 =} 3.8 || as 22 4,86 || picture 23:16.31
ity 57,03 6 3.32||even 12 4.65 || story 23 6.3
sociahle 7702 35 3.22 || always =1 4,13 || film 59 6.28
inteligent 5 6.99 11 3.09|| too 11 3.93 || scene a2
cool 11:6.88 2 2.76||also 230 3.4 || accent 56,19
talkative 5 6.88 7. 1.78||not 28 2.26 || hat 9:5.77
2asy-going 5.6.86 71 151 || anly 5 2.01||thing 145 5.66
colorful 5 6.81 S 075 just 5 1.78 || play 8541
prethy 6 (.75 5 0.41||nt 13 0.85||Qrl 22 5.4
cheerful 6 6,72 11 0.36 boy 19 5.36
1

Verry: a learner spelling error Party: when you click through to see the concordance, it

appears that the instances of funny with party are mainly

misuses of the adjective, where fun and funny have been

confused, e.q. /hope your party is very funny, My birthday

party was funny - everyboady passed a good time
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6. Using Cambridge Learner Corpus Question Papers

The Cambridge English Corpus also contains a corpus of the exam question papers that accompany the scripts
found in the CLC coded and uncoded. These question papers are available to search as with any of the other
corpora. There is also a link to the PDF versions of the exam question papers, for those who need to see the
original. The PDFs are password protected — please contact a member of the Corpus team if you need access

to them.

Corpora

Corpus name
Cambridge Acaderic Corpus
Cambridge International Corpus
Cambridge International Corpus {ver2. 1)
Cambridge Learner Corpus 2
Cambridge Learner Corpus Coded
Cambridge Learner Corpus Question Papers
Cambridge Learner Corpus Uncoded

Cambridge Spoken Corpus

Language

English
Enalish
English
Enalish
Enalish
English
Enaglish
English

Tokens
412,966,498
1,358,129,340
1,936,950,149
2,588,563
27,964,598
106,030
48,050,495
86,372,443

Words
nfa
nfa
1,618,726,462
2,186,362
23,751,249
89,571
41,472,367
72,844,759

wow o w w ® W &

The text types in the CLC question paper corpus allow you to search for questions by exam, CEF level, year,
question number and also the register, style and format of the tasks set.

This means, for instance, that you can search for:

A specific exam paper to accompany an answer you have found in the CLC coded / uncoded
Any exam questions from a particular year

All papers from a particular exam

All part 2 questions from KET

All business report writing tasks

A certain word or phrase in all exam questions

To see all the papers in a certain group without using a specific search term:

Save
View options
KWIC/Sentence
Sort
Left | Right
Node
References
3 Shuffle
Sample
Filter
Frequency
Node tags
MNode forms

1) Select your text type options

2) Run a CQL search for [] (wildcard search)

Query Type: CaL
coL: 0

3) Make your concordance

Text Types
Cullucati Show freguencies of Doc IDs h

4) Go to Doc /Dsunder Frequency on the left hand menu

ConcDesc ‘
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This will show you a list of all the different exam papers in that group. To
see the actual question, click on p of p/n and then click on one of the

nodes in the concordance line.

You can then click to expand the displayed text to see the whole

document.

Page |1

Frequency list

Frequency limit: |0

doc.id  Freq

Mext =

[ ¥ p/n 35304024 151
pin 35304061 127

pfn 35302031 119
pfn 35304023 118
pfn 35306033 114
pfn 35304021 112

Click on the node to see the sentence

35304024 following information: - a description of the site, including its loc
35304024 following information: - a description of the site , including its locatio
35304024 information: - a description of the site ' including its location
35304024 infarmation: - a description of the site, including | its location - the ady
35304024 - a description of the site, including its location - the adyant
35304024 description of the site, including its - the advantages an|
35304024 description of the site, including its location - the advantages and
35304024 description of the site, incuding its location - the advantages and dis

—lexpand left directors to write a report on a site where the company is considering building a new supermarket. - Write your report for the board, i
of the site, including its location - the advantages and disadvantages of the site - your opinion as to whether the site is suitable, - Your company
your Managing Director has asked you to write 3 expand right

Click display whole document to see the full text

If you have been given the password, you can also click on the document ID in the reference column, and click
the link in the document information box

35304024 supermarket, - Write your report for the board . including . .
35304024 supermarket, - Write your report for the board,  including  the faollo C||Ck on the DOC ID N the
65304024 wirtteronrreporsfor-thre-board et the fothomrr
35304024 your report for the board, including the  following  infarmati reference COlumn for the
35304024 for the board, including the following information - 5 des
35304024 board, including the following information : - a desc example yOU Want '[O |00k at
35304024 board, including the following information: - a descrig
=l doc.id 35304024

Exam BECH

CEF level 4

ALTE level C1 EFFECTIVE OPERATIOMNAL PROFICIENCY

Year 2004

doc.session May (02}

doc.question_id 0353_2004_02_4

Question no T
doc.qu_paper
Format

Register Formal
Style Business
doc.wordcount 130

You see the following announcement in a telecommunications magazine:

In the box at the bottom of the screen, click
the doc.qu_paperlink. Sketch will prompt

you for the user name and password

Sketch will then display the question paper

PDF in a new tab

KEEPING IN TOUCH

Are relationships with families and friends and face-to-face contact with people under threat
from the inereased use of modern technology such as email and mobile phones?
Does this technology help to improve real communication or should we get out and meet each

other more?

Write and tell us what you think. giving reasons for your views. We will publish the most

interesting articles.

Write your article.




7. More Advanced Functions

7.1 Creating word lists

You can find the most frequent words in your subcorpus by using Word List to make a simple word list:

1) Selecting the corpus your subcorpus is located in from the homepage (either CLC coded or uncoded),

go to Word List on the top left hand menu

2) Choose your subcorpus from the drop-down list on the Word List entry form

3) You can search for a word, a tag, a lemma, or a text type

Word list options

N

Subcorpus: FET Pass TTrto create rew
Search attribute: | word \

Woose the subcorpus you want to look

at from the drop down list, or click create

newto make a new one

Choose from a

Filter wordlist by:  RE pattern:
Minimum frequency: &
Whitelist:
Blacklist:

Oincude non-words

search for word,
tags, lemmas, or for
different text types

Output type: Bisimple
OKeywords

Reference (subjcorpus

SimpleMaths parameter M:

O Multilevel

Frequency figures: @ word counts O Documnent counts O ARF

[ use word sketch collocations instead of simple words

Select simple word list

word list options

Subcorpus: PET Fass “ | info cred

Search attribute: | word
————— Fosifional Afirnbuies |
Filter wordlist by:

tag

lerpos

lerma

I

lemma_lc

Taxt Typas

Oincluds non-wor,  docid
| FirstLanguage

Frequency figures:|  ationality
Exam
Output type: CEF leve
FPaszs/Fail
Year
Age

Gender

ALTE lewvel

Education level

Question no ¥

4) Click Make Word Listto see a list of the most frequent words / tags / lemmas etc. The raw frequency

is given alongside the frequency per million for each word

word

I

to
the
you
a
and
in
my
it

is

of
was
that

Freq

124421
93100
29635
70143
58155
57740
36392
36205
31212
293211
28626
26076
24386
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Comparing across corpora and subcorpora

If you want to compare the key words in one subcorpus to another, or to the whole of the CLC coded or
uncoded, you can do this using the Keywords function on Word List. For example, you can compare a
subcorpus of Spanish speaking FCE students to the whole CLC uncoded, or a group of C2 students to C1
students.

e To do this, go to Word List on the left hand menu

e In the Keywords box, select the subcorpora / corpora you wish to compare e.g. C1 Turkish students and
C2 Turkish students in the CLC coded

Word list options /I’/ Select your

i — subcorpus from
Search attribute: | word the dropdown
Filter wordlist by: RE pattern: ||St

Minimurn frequency: |5

Whitelist:

Blacklist: farmat

incude non-words

Frequency figures: & word counts O Document counts O ARF Choose your
Output type: Ocimnle reference
Keywords
Reference (subjcorpus Carnbridge Learner Corpus Coded C2 Turkey COI’pUS or
SimpleMaths parameter M |1 SUbCOprS 1o
Mo pord sketeh collocations instead of simple viord compare
O mMultilevel keywords

Make ‘Word List

e Press Make Word Listto see which words are strong keywords in your first corpus / subcorpus in
comparison to your reference corpus.

The higher the score in the right hand column (here shown in red), the more frequently this word occurs in
your subcorpus compared to your reference corpus.

preloaded/cupclccz:C1 Turkey preloadedfcupciccZ:C2 Turkey

word Freq ARF ARF fmill Freq ARF ARF fmill Score
O Fis] 22.0 723.0 u] 0.0 0.0 a.2
report =] 32.3 1267.1 2 1.6 67.9 a.1
Students a9 20,3 6747 u] 0.0 0.0 77
stalls 46 19.5 642.0 u] 0.0 0.0 7.4
45 24 155 S09.2 u] 0.0 0.0 6.1
Bennington 27 15.4 S07.5 u] 0.0 0.0 6.1
Catering a5 15.4 507 .4 u] 0.0 0.0 6.1
Kavanagh 34 15.3 504.3 u] 0.0 0.0 6.0
Student 29 14.9 489.8 u] 0.0 0.0 5.9
Express a1 14.9 483.8 u] 0.0 0.0 2.9
complaints 28 14.8 487.2 0 0.0 0.0 5.9
Services 28 14 4835 ] 0.0 0.0 ki
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7.2 Using error tags with CQL
This section explores using CQL in the CLC coded. For a full introduction to using CQL, please see the CQL

Help guide.

For a CQL query within the CLC coded, choose Stanaard Query (not Error Query) from the left-hand menu, and
select CQL from the query box options, as in the native speaker corpora. You can perform a CQL search as
normal in the CLC coded if you just want to find instances of a particular word, phrase or grammatical
structure. However, if you want to use CQL to search for these examples where they occur within a particular
error type, you will need to use a different syntax in your query.

In Sketch Engine terms, errors are structures rather than tags, as they can cover a number of tokens. The
syntax for specifying a structure in CQL is within <str/>, where str is the name of the structure. Errors are
<err/ structures, corrections are <corr/>, and the code is given by the type attribute, so <err type="#7V"/> s
a #TV error. So the CQL query you need to find continuous tense errors would be:

[lemma="be"][tag="VVG"] within <err type="#TV" />
Or to get absolutely all verbs:
[lemma="be"][tag="V.*G"] within <err type="#TV"/>

Sorting by error tags:

You can sort by error tags — from the concordance, click on View Options, then set References to £rror— this
is the column on the left-hand side that displays the document ID by default. Click Change View Options
button and you get the concordance window, but now the error codes are displayed in the left-hand column.
Then click Aeferences under Sortin the left-hand menu and it will sort by the error code, as that is what you
have set the references to display. By default, all the non-error lines will sort first, but you can jump to the
error that you want by selecting it from the Jump fo box.

To find frequencies of error tags or filter by error tag click 7ext 7ypes under Frequency on the left-hand side,
then right at the bottom of the page are frequency lists for error and correction codes. Clicking the p next to
one of these will open a concordance containing just those errors.

Searching for more than one tag:
You can use regular expression syntax to specify more than one tag - #.*T will get all preposition errors,
#[RM]T will get #RT and #MT.

Searching for more than one word (with an error tag):

You can search for more than one word with a particular error tag - for example #RA with which, who and
that to look for relative pronoun errors. You need to use within <err/>to specify the error code. Bars within
values mean ‘or’, so to search for multiple words you can just use /word="which/whojthat”], so for the
example you give:

[word="which|who|that"] within <err type="#RA"/>
[word="was|were"] [tag="V.*G"] within (<s/> containing [word="\?"])
This means that they all have to be in the same sentence, and the 'was/were being' can occur anywhere

within the sentence, rather than just towards then end. It also means that the ‘was/were being' part is
highlighted as the node rather than everything up to the question mark.

For further information on using CQL with error codes, please contact corpus@cambridge.org 21
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