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Why teach grammar?

• We need to study language and grammar for the same 
reasons that we study history, literature, art, etc.: it’s part of 
our culture and identity.

• To develop an understanding of language and knowledge 
about language, including the metalanguage for describing 
how language works.

• To increase critical reading skills.
• To improve children’s creative writing. (But more evidence is 

needed.)
• To develop pupils’ enjoyment of using language.
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Grammar in the 2014 National Curriculum

• Fairly detailed teaching specifications for Grammar, 
Punctuation and Spelling (GPS) for the Key Stages 1 and 2. 

• KS1 and KS2 Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling tests 
(optional in Year 2, obligatory in Year 6).

• A glossary of grammatical terms.

• Emphasis on grammar (also on spoken language) at KS3/4.
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What makes for a good grammar pedagogy?
Subject knowledge

• Grammatical terminology 
(metalanguage).

• Grammatical form
(i.e. grammatical categories 
such as word classes, 
phrases and clauses)

• Grammatical function
(Subject, Object, Adverbial)

Pedagogical principles
• Using age-appropriate authentic 

examples.

• Linguistic analysis.

• Linking grammatical features and 
discussion to meaning and to 
authentic texts.



www.englicious.org
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Englicious offers teachers:
• a year-by-year overview of the new programmes of study and attainment 

targets in the 2014 UK National Curriculum.
• hundreds of fully prepared lesson plans, including everything from bite-

sized starters to larger projects, for use in the classroom.
• assessments for evaluating student attainment and progress.
• a complete and rigorous overview of English grammar.
• the entire 2014 National Curriculum Glossary, enhanced with new 

terminology enabling teachers to use terminology consistently 
throughout the Key Stages.

• professional development materials for teachers to brush up on their own 
knowledge.
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Englicious will help students:

• to learn about English grammar in a fun way, using interactive online 
resources.

• to develop their analytical skills.
• to develop their literacy skills, with a focus on spelling, punctuation and 

writing.
• to develop their enjoyment of (using) language, both in spoken and 

written form.
• to enhance their confidence.
• to improve their test scores in the Year 6 GPS tests and beyond at GCSE 

level.
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Englicious 
website

CPD

Knowledge 
organisers, 
flashcards, 

posters

Grammar 
blog

Twitter

How to 
teach 

Grammar

Apps
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http://www.englicious.org/lesson/identify-adverbials

Some examples of  activities

http://www.englicious.org/lesson/identify-adverbials
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http://www.englicious.org/lesson/adverb-placement-activity

http://www.englicious.org/lesson/adverb-placement-activity
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http://www.englicious.org/lesson/noun-phrase-generator/noun-phrase-
generator-activity

http://www.englicious.org/lesson/noun-phrase-generator/noun-phrase-generator-activity
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The UCL knowledge organiser, 
posters, and flashcards
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Apps for tablets and smartphones
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New research project:
English grammar teaching in primary schools: 
assessing the efficacy of Englicious
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Follow us on Twitter:

@EngliciousUCL


